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UNCLAS LONDON 13638 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, UK, PINT 

SUBJECT: MINE WORKERS REJECT LATEST COAL BOARD OFFER 
REF: LONDON 13483 

1. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF 
MINE WORKERS (NUM) MET TODAY, NOVEMBER 21, AND DECIDED 
TO REJECT THE MOST RECENT OFFER OF THE NATIONAL COAL 
BOARD, THUS CONTINUING THE NUM BAN ON OVERTIME WORK. 

2. THE COAL BOARD OFFERED A PAY-FRINGE PACKAGE WHICH 
COULD HAVE RESULTED ULTIMATELY IN A 16-1/2 PERCENT 
PAY-FRINGE BENEFIT WAGE PACKAGE. THE COAL BOARD HAD 
ALSO PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION OF WAGES WHICH WOULD HAVE 
BENEFITED LOWER PAID WORKERS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE 
HIGHER PAID WORKERS; THIS, TOO WAS REJECTED. 

3. IN ANNOUNCING THE REJECTION NUM PRESIDENT JOE 
GORMLEY SAID THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE DID NOT THINK THE 
TIME WAS RIGHT FOR A SECRET BALLOT ON THE COAL BOARD S 
OFFER. HE REPORTEDLY STATED THAT THE MINERS "ARE 
DETERMINED THEY WILL GO TO A BALLOT AT A TIME WHEN THEY 
THINK THE CLIMATE IS RIGHT AND MEMBERS ARE AWARE OF THE 
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IT IS RIGHT." HE ADDED THAT THE NUM LEADERSHIP TOOK 
ITS DECISION UNANIMOUSLY BECAUSE THE BASIC WAGE OFFER 
WAS INADEQUATE "TO ATTRACT MANPOWER BACK TO THE COAL 
INDUSTRY.” 

4. COMMENT: THE DECISION OF THE NUM TO CONTINUE THE 
BAN AND TO POSTPONE A SECRET BALLOT ON THE MOST RECENT 
COAL BOARD OFFER WILL CLEARLY DEEPEN THE ENERGY CRISIS, 
AS COAL STOCKS CONTINUE TO BE DEPLETED. 

ANNENBERG 
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